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Resolution on Tax and Customs Issues

The Customs Committee of the UFE, assembled for a meeting in Dublin, expresses the following:

The UFE fully supports the Customs 2007 programme, and the UFE is fully satisfied that Customs 2007 heightens the priority of the tax and customs field.

The UFE would like to point out, however, that the programme can only be realised if:

the Commission brings pressure to bear on the individual Member States to convert Customs 2007 into action,

the Commission assumes responsibility for the central management of the funds earmarked for the purpose and that the funds are also used in the tax and customs field.

the training of tax and customs officials is prioritised, including the establishment of a central training institution under the Commission for coordinating the training of instructors within the specific fields of Customs 2007, and

the necessary tools for fulfilling Customs 2007 are procured by preferably the EU or alternatively by member states, including scanners, computer equipment and software – i.e., electronic data processing systems to interconnect the national administrations of the individual Members States.

At the same time, the Customs Committee of the UFE wishes to point out that several elements undermine the economy of the EU and the individual Member States, eg., the illegal import of narcotics, fraudactivities  and the shadow economy.

The UFE Customs Committee remarks that the e-commerce has an influence on both tax and customs administrations.

The UFE Customs Committee notices that e-commerce is increasing in international trade. This has an inpact on indirect taxes as V.A.T. but has also certain effects on the customs relations within the EU.

This new technology makes imports of illegal and dangerous goods easier (narcotics, medicins, toys etc.). 

The UFE Customs Committee wants the European authorities to investigate the problem and to create a task force administration in each EU member state.

Customs administrations need appropriate human and financial means in order to cope with this new challenge.

EU ought to step up its fight against narcotics smuggling. A coordinated effort should be made in this field, to which additional resources should also be allocated. In this context, it should be possible to make customs inspections within the EU – as is currently possible in a few Member States – to prevent the steady increase of narcotics smuggling and production within the EU.

EU ought to intensify the fight against all forms of fraud including trademark fraud and the shadow economy – an effort that ought to be targeted on external borders and within the EU to prevent the Community’s economic situation from being undermined.

The Community ought to continue the initiatives regarding the fight against the shadow economy in association with other authorities including the police and social security fraud inspectors. And the national tax and customs administrations ought to cooperate closely in this area. This cooperation presupposes the implementation of measures such as legislation coordination and the procurement of effective electronic data processing hardware and software.

The EU ought to be willing to prioritise the resources for controlling the above, and the EU ought to encourage the individual Member States to refrain from the substantial fiscal budget reductions that are currently being made in most Member States.

The Customs Committee of the UFE places its expertise at the disposal of committees, etc., whose work focuses on the above-mentioned areas – and the UFE hereby requests the active participation of the European Commission – as the largest official body in the tax and customs sphere - in the implementation of Customs 2007.
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Customs Committee

Survey

For the purpose of coordinating efforts in coming years, the Customs Committee of the UFE kindly requests your replies to the following questions:

1) Does your administration cooperate with the police at a formalised level?

What does the cooperation entail?

2) Are there any problems related to cooperating with the police?

3) How are the tasks at the frontiers dispersed between customs and the police?

4) What initiatives could be taken by the customs committee of the ufe in relation to cooperation with the police?

5) Please describe the resource allocation trends in the customs areas from 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002.

6) Is refunded duty from customs revenues of eu applied in full in the customs area?

Please stipulate how much duty is refunded from customs revenues.

7) What is the current training situation in your country?

8) Please describe any political response you need from the ufe for the european commission.

9) Describe the IT-standards, that are in use on the customs area in your country - and please note the budget for the use of IT.

